
Sunday 18th June 2023

Becoming More Like Jesus: Part 1
Text: John 9:1-12 NIV

We need to add value to people.





•Jesus is in the business of adding value to our 
loves. He said that; “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To 
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to 
heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to 
the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 
(Luke 4:18 NKJV)



•In John 4, Jesus saw a woman who had lost 
everything in the community, a Samaritan 
woman at the well, and added value to her 
life. We later see the community rallying the 
community behind her.



• In John 8, again we see the scribes and the Pharisees 
bringing a woman who had been caught in adultery; 
and making her stand before all of them, saying to 
him, 'Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act 
of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. (John 7:53).



•Out of the many signs and Miracles Jesus did during 
his ministry here on earth, Apostle John gives us only 
seven outstanding signs/ miracles.  

1. Turning water into wine in Cana (2:1-11)
2. Healing an official’s son in Capernaum (4:46-54). 

3. Healing an invalid at the Pool of Bethesda in 
Jerusalem (5:1-18)



4. Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee (6:5-14)
5. Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee 
(6:16-21)
6. Healing a blind man in Jerusalem (9:1-7)
7. Raising dead Lazarus in Bethany (11:1-45



•John 9:1-12 NIV.

•As he went along, he saw a man blind from 
birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 
happened so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 



•As long as it is day, we must do the works of 
him who sent me. Night is coming when no 
one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 6 After saying 
this, he spit on the ground, made some mud 
with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 



7 “Go,” he told him, “Wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So, the 
man went and washed, and came home 
seeing. 8 His neighbors and those who had 
formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this 
the same man who used to sit and beg.



•9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, 
he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, 
“I am the man.” 10 “How then were your eyes 
opened?” they asked. 11 He replied, “The man 
they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my 
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I 
went and washed, and then I could see.” 12 
“Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t 
know,” he said.



•We live in a world where most people believe that 
there is a reason behind every bad thing that happens 
to us. Questions like this begin to emerge, ‘why do 
bad things happen to good people?’



•My guess is that this young mother went 
through the same, after carrying her baby for 
nine months, she was looking forward to a 
lovely, wonderful baby, but that did not 
happen, instead she received a blind baby.



•Now I want you to imagine that you’re this 
lady, most people who visited your home, 
were very encouraging at the beginning, 
they were telling you that your baby will be 
open his eyes very soon. Just be patient. 
Days went by, weeks, months and now 
years.



1.We need to walk beside those that are 
hurting. If we want to be more like Jesus and 
add value to people, we need to walk beside 
those that are hurting in our community. 

2.Verse 1-2; John said that “As he went along, he 
saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” 



a) The disciples regarded this man as an 
unsolved mystery. They showed no interest 
in helping this young man, the disciples 
were interested in discussing the cause for 
his condition.

b) Our role is not to speculate, but to show 
empathy, and sometimes we don’t have to 
say anything.



c) Sometimes we suspect that where there is 
a more than ordinary sufferer, there is a more 
than ordinary sinner. 

The disciples believed this so much so that 
they wondered if this man had sinned before 
he was born, causing his blind condition.



d) Many people held the view that suffering 
was as a result of sin, however Jesus did not 
dwell on this theological puzzle, instead He 
focused on helping the man by saying that 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” 
verse 3.



e) Friends we can do the same, sometimes we 
spent so much on theological debates instead 
of supporting the very same people Jesus 
would be supporting. Utilize every 
opportunity. 



f) Jesus understood that opportunities for 
service and doing good don’t last forever. 
g) He knew that healing this man on the 
Sabbath would bring greater opposition from 
the religious leaders who already wanted to 
silence and kill Him. Yet His compassion for 
the man drove Him to do it anyway.



2. Use what you have, verse 6, After saying this, 
he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.  
a)Jesus makes mud with saliva and applies to the 

blind man’s eyes; some people believe he did 
that to elicit his faith, for me it doesn’t matter 
how many times your situation had been 
muddy, we have a God who values people.



b) There’s no formula or method on adding 
value to people, Jesus used what was 
undoubtedly one of His more unusual 
methods leading to a miracle.
c) Probably Jesus found it important to 
change His methods of healing so that one 
could never make a formula of the methods. 
The power was in God, not in a method.



3. Point people in the right direction, 

verse 7.  “Go,” he told him, “Wash in the Pool 
of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So, the 
man went and washed, and came home seeing.



a) Friends this is not our ministry, this is the 
work of Jesus. Our goal should be always to 
point people to Jesus. 

b) Adding value to people should be to glorify 
God, when the work is done Christ is 
glorified. 



Conclusion
Where are you in your journey of becoming more like 
Jesus? We need to believe in people; I am here because 
someone believed in me. 

Your story may not be very popular, but it’s your story, 
your friends may not even believe your story, but it’s 
your story.

Many people did not believe this young man’s story, but 
Jesus and his parents believed his story.


